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ALVI.—Own some Recent Additions to the List of 
Irish Birds. By Hesxry Serzonm. 


SYLVIA NISORIA. 


The year 1554 was remarkable for the occurrence of four 
examples of the Barred Warbler in the British Iske. On 
the 16th of oe one was shot in the Isle of Skre 
(Dresser, ‘Ibis,’ 1485, p. 453). Twelve deys afterwards a 
second was shot on . the Yorkshire coast (Slater, Proce. Zool. 
Soc. 1484, p.477,. Five days later a third exemple was 
shot on the 2nd of September in County Mayo (Ussher, 
‘ Zoologist, 1990, p. 310); and two days later still a fuurth 
was shot at Blekeney in Norfolk (Dresser, Proc. Zool. See. 
1884, p. 477 

The Irish example was sent to me for esamination, and 
appeared to be a young bird m first plumage. Previous to 
the year 1984 the only claim of this species to Le regarded 
as a British bird rested upon a single example which was 
shot near Cambridge about half a century ago. 


MUSCICAPA PARVA. 


The last ten years have added much to our knowledge uf 
the Red-breasted Flycatcher as an occesivnal visitur to the 
British Islands. It was previously only known to have 
visited Cornwall and the Scilly Islands, whence three or four 
examples were recorded: but more recentiy it hes oveurred 
in other parts of Great Britain and in Ireland. 

On the Sth of October, 1993, a young male was shot at 
Berwick-on-Tweed | Bolam, ‘ Naturalist,’ 1884, p. 9). On 
the 25rd of October, 18557, an example was caught at the 
Arklow South Lightship, off the north-east coast of Co. 
Westord (Barrington, ‘ Zoologist; 1SSS, p 391). On the 
13th of September, 1990, an ‘enmple was procured on the 
Norfolk coast (Ogilvie. Proc. Zool. Soe. 1890, p. 615; amd 
on the 20th of October in the same rear a second Irish 
example was caught at the liguthouse on the Tearaght Riek, 
off the coast of Co. Kerry (Barrington, ‘ Zoulugist,’ 1991, 
p- 186). 
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The last example has been sent to me for examination, 
and proves to be a bird of the year. 

The Red-breasted Flycatcher has twelve tail-feathers— 
four on each side with deep white bases, and four in the 
middle plain brown, with a narrow margin of white on the 
outer margin of the basal half of the two outer ones. 


ALAUDA BRACHYDACTYLA. 

Mr. Barrington has sent me for examination an example 
of the Short-toed Lark which was caught at the Black Rock 
Lighthouse, in Co. Mayo, on the llth of October, 1890 
(Barrington, ‘ Zoologist, 1891, p. 186). It is the first 
example recorded from Ireland, though there are half a 
dozen English records which appear to be authentic. 

The Irish example appears to be an adult bird, and has 
the long tertials reaching nearly as far as the primaries, 
which are so characteristic of the species, and serve to 
distinguish it from its ally Alauda pispoletta. It is possible 
that some of the English records may refer to the latter 
species, inasmuch as the woodcut in the various editions of 
Yarrell’s ‘ British Birds’ appears to have been made from an 
example of Alauda pispoletta. This is all the more curious as 
it is expressly stated in the text of the third edition that in the 
specimen described (which was caught in a net near Shrews- 
bury on the 25th of October, 1841) the tertials extend 
backwards as far as the end of the closed wing. 


SYLVIA CURRUCA, 

Although the Lesser Whitethroat has the most extensive 
range of any species of Sylvia, breeding in the Palearctic 
Region from the Atlantic to the Pacific, subject to some 
slight variation in the wing-formula of the eastern race, 
there is no authentic record of its ever having bred in 
Ireland. The only evidence of its having visited the sister 
isle is an example which appears to be an adult bird, and 
which was caught at the lighthouse on the Tearaght Rock, 
off the coast of Co. Kerry on the lst of October, 1890 
(Barrington, ‘ Zoologist,’ 1891, p. 186). 

The Irish example belongs to the western race, the second 
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primary being intermediate between the fifth and sixth, and 
the length of the wing from the carpal joint being 25 
inches. 


FRINGILLA LINARIA. 

Although the Mealy Redpoll visits England in some 
numbers every autumn, it was only known to have occurred 
once in Ireland (in Co. Kildare) until a second example was 
caught on the 14th of September, 1890, at the lighthouse on 
the Tearaght Rock, off the coast of Co. Kerry (Barrington, 
‘ Zoologist,’ 1891, p. 186). 

This example is a very interesting one. I take it to be an 
adult female. It has much crimson on the forehead, but 
none whatever on the breast. The upper and under tail- 
coverts and the flanks are very broadly streaked with brown 
—too much so for it to be regarded even as a young female 
of the Greenland race, which has been described as Fringilla 
hornemanni, or of the smaller arctic race Fringilla exilipes. 
It has a large bill, and is otherwise a large bird, measuring 
in length of wing 3:1, of tail 2°25, and of tarsus ‘7 inch. It 
can scarcely be regarded as a typical Fringilla linaria (which 
varies in length of wing from 2°65 to 3:0 inches), but seems 
to be an intermediate form between the so-called Fringilla 
holboelli and Fringilla rostrata. It seems impossible to 
regard either of these forms as specifically distinct from 
Fringilla linaria, and the evidence of their being large local 
races is extremely unsatisfactory. 


XLVII.—On the Birds collected by Mr. F. J. Jackson, F.Z.8., 
during his recent Expedition to Uganda through the Ter- 
ritory of the Imperial British East-African Company. 
By R. Bowpter Suarre, LL.D., F.L.S., &e. With 
Notes by the Collector —Part II.* 

(Plates XII., XIII.) 


In this second portion of my description of Mr. Jackson’s 
collection, the families Motacillide, Certhiide, Nectariniide, 


* For Part I., see above, p. 233. 


